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THE ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-THIRD CONGREGATION

Message from Dr Nelson Mandela

Vice-Chancellor Davies and members of the Honorary Degrees Congregation,

I am sorry that | am unable to be with you all today and let me begin by congratulating the
university on its 90th anniversary.

Thank you for this honour, which is being awarded to me on a day when millions
of South Africans are celebrating their human rights. Giving a person, no
matter their age, access to an education is a fundamental human right.

I have always believed that education is one of the main building blocks of any society. Itis a
way for people to move forward and to take their destinies into
their own hands.

As we steam ahead into the 21st century, education will become key, if millions
of people, especially in developing countries, are to participate in a world

that is changing every day. Education has become the most important way for us
to fight poverty and the scourge of HIV/AIDS. Without education we will not be
able to stop new infections, condemning millions of people around the world to
die.

We have to continue with and intensify our efforts to educate people about the disease. We
have to educate ourselves about caring for those people already

living with HIV/AIDS, so that we can offer them the best possible quality of life without any
stigmatism.

Let me again express my sincere gratitude for this honour and thank not only the people of
Hong Kong but also the whole South East Asia region for the support
that they have continued to show my country.

Wil cecla

N.R. MANDELA
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