Professor Roland T. CHIN

Professor Roland Chin is Chair Professor of Computer Science, and the Vice-President for Academic Affairs and Deputy President of the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST).  He joined HKUST in 1992, and served as Head of the Department from 1996 to 2001 and the Vice-President for Research and Development from 2003 to 2006.  He was seconded to Applied Science and Technology Research Institute (ASTRI) as the Vice President for Information Technology from 2001 to 2003.

He was born in Macau, grew up in Hong Kong, and studied electrical engineering at the University of Missouri, Columbia (B.S. 1975; Ph.D. 1979).  He subsequently worked at the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center in Maryland for two years prior to joining the Faculty of Electrical and Computer Engineering at the University of Wisconsin, Madison from 1981 to 1995 (Assistant Professor 1981; Associate Professor 1984; Full Professor 1989).

Professor Chin has an outstanding research standing in the areas of computer vision, digital image processing, and pattern recognition.  His work was recognized by awards such as the prestigious Presidential Young Investigator Award from the National Science Foundation, and appointments to serve on editorial boards of top journals such as the IEEE Transactions on Pattern Analysis and Machine Intelligence, IEEE Transactions on Image Processing, and Pattern Recognition.  His research was well supported by competitive funding bodies in the US and Hong Kong, including the National Science Foundation (NSF), National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), the UGC’s Area of Excellence (AoE) scheme, Research Grants Council (RGC) funding and Innovation Technology Funds (ITF).  He has published over 100 research publications and supervised over 30 research post-graduate students. 

In teaching and learning, he has spearheaded the move to “reinventing undergraduate education” for the 334 transformation at HKUST.  He advocates well-rounded learning experience with flexible curricula, interdisciplinary education, broad-based knowledge acquisition, critical thinking and leadership development, global outlook, and out-of-classroom learning experiences.


He has served on numerous public bodies including the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority, Employees Retraining Board (ERB), Quality Education Fund (QEF), Hong Kong Association for Computer Education, Hospital Authority, Applied Research Council, Innovation and Technology Commission (ITC), Cyberport Board and Education Bureau.  He is currently a member of the University Grants Committee (UGC), the Steering Committee on Innovation and Technology and the Commission on Strategic Development. He also serves on the Board of Nano and Advanced Materials Institute (NAMI) and Logistics and Supply Chain Management Institute (LSCM), and as the Board Chairman of HKEduCity.  Since 2005, he has been the Chairman of the Research Grants Council (RGC).

