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Fact Sheet
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Key players of the Project
· Hongkong Bank Foundation to donate HK$5.9M to cover the establishment and implementation costs of the first three years;

· The University of Hong Kong, through The Kadoorie Institute, as the Project’s convenor to set up and implement the research and public education between 2011 and 2014; 

· The HKSAR Government, through the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, to approve the use of the research site at Tai Po Kau Nature Reserve; and

· The Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden provides the 1ha demonstration plot for education purpose and is participating in the Project as a voluntary and professional collaborator for the first three years. From the fourth year onwards, it will provide long-term research and management using its own funding, with collaboration with The Kadoorie Institute.
An overview of the benefits of the Project
Currently there are 41 FDPs around the world under the research network. Scientific values may include:

· The data generated in the HK plot will be shared with 41 other plots in the network and our results are of important comparative values to those in the region e.g. the Dinghushan plot in Guangdong, the Fushan and Lienhuachih plots in Taiwan;
· The plot in Hong Kong will be the FIRST one in the network to be established on secondary forest which opens a new page for the research network to investigate long-term forest dynamics in forest restoration. The research findings will help Hong Kong as well as the greater Asia Pacific region which has experienced the same level of deforestation in the past;

· Understanding of the forces driving forest dynamic under climate change and other climate factors;

· Addressing the impact of climate change to tropical forests;
· Providing useful data to assist policy on forest recovery and monitoring of effect of urbanization;

· Subject to AFCD’s approval on a case-by-case basis, the 20ha plot in Tai Po Kau once set up, may open to local or international researchers as an outdoor “laboratory” for other forestry or climate change related research projects. These may include carbon sink in tropical forests, changing forest diversity, human impacts on forest ecosystems, species discovery, etc; and
· Since the first FDP was established in 1991, over 1,000 journal papers and books were published. 
It is estimated that at least 2,000 members of the public will receive direct training opportunities within the first three years of the Project’s implementation. Of which, about 650 free training quota will be offered. Community benefits may include:
· Raising public awareness and understanding of climate change issues and nature conservation in Hong Kong by directly involving them in the research as students or as volunteers;

· Providing tailor-made on-field training programmes for teachers and students under the new Senior Secondary Curriculum. Relevant topics include Applied Ecology under Biology, Geography and Liberal Studies; and
· As a partner in the research network, CTFS will provide training workshops in Hong Kong for the project team as well as relevant postgraduate students in HKU and NGO leaders in Hong Kong.

Project Inquiries
The Kadoorie Institute, HKU: Dr. Billy HAU (2299-0609/9465-7104) or Dr. Winnie LAW (2857-8647/9406-0195);
HSBC/Hongkong Bank Foundation: Mr. William CHIU (3663-4841) or Ms. Kathy WONG (3663-4840)

Ceremony Rundown
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
	Time
	Programme

	8:30am
	Coach pick up for press at Admiralty Centre(海富中心 ), Admiralty

	9:00am
	Coach pick up for press at Romantic Hotel (理想酒店), Kowloon Tong

	10:15am – 10:45am
	Launching ceremony at Kadoorie Institute Shek Kong Centre

Officiating guests:

· Ms. Teresa Au – Head of Corporate Sustainability, Asia Pacific Region, HSBC
· Professor Lap-Chee Tsui – Vice Chancellor and President, HKU
· Mr. Joseph Sham – Assistant Director (Country and Marine Parks), AFCD of HKSARG
· Professor Peter Hills – Director, The Kadoorie Institute of HKU
· Mr. Andy Brown – Executive Director, Kadoorie Farm & Botanic Garden
· Dr. Stuart Davies – Director, Center for Tropical Forest Science of Harvard University and Smithsonian Institution

	10:45am – 11:30am
	Introduction and Guided Tour of the demonstration plot by the global and local Principal Investigators, Dr. Stuart Davies (Harvard University) and Dr. Billy Hau (HKU)

	11:30am – 11: 45am
	Refreshment and press interviews with guests

	12:00nn
	Coach departs from KISK to Kowloon Tong and Admiralty


