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Mr Pro-Chancellor, Dr Fung, Distinguished Colleagues and Students, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the 178th Degrees Congregation of the University of Hong Kong.

Graduates of the Class of 2008, today marks both the end of one chapter in your lives, and the beginning of another.

You have spent many long years reaching this point, and you should be proud of yourselves. The University and I, and all those who have joined you here today, are certainly very proud of you.

So on behalf of the University: Congratulations to you all!

As you now turn your thoughts to the road ahead, do not forget about the people who have helped you along your way. Remember that you have not reached this stage alone, and that at every step, there have been people who have believed in your talent and abilities. They have supported you either emotionally or financially or both. And they deserve your gratitude and all of our respect.

To them, and to you, dear graduates, I have a particularly important message. It is important because we all know that we are now living in some very difficult economic times. And I am sure that you, as graduates, and your families will be concerned about the world you are about to enter.

My message to you is this: you must have confidence in yourselves.

You know of course that you are graduating from Hong Kong’s first and foremost university. That is our distinguished reputation and it is a reputation that you can rightly be proud of.

But let me also remind you of some other facts that should strengthen your confidence.

Obviously, you should now have a command of your specific disciplines. Please remember, however, it is not your textbook knowledge, but rather your analytical, research and intellectual skills that will serve you well in different fields and through these difficult times.

I believe the University has prepared you well in this regard, by providing you with a variety of learning experiences, not just within its classrooms, laboratories and libraries, but also from outside the classrooms, in particular for those who have received Bachelor Degree today — for example, your self-governed extracurricular activities, hall life, internships, and international student exchanges. 

In fact, all HKU students have the benefit of an increasingly internationalised student body on campus and in our halls of residence.

Remember also that the learning process never ends. At HKU, you have been taught how to learn of the importance of life-long learning. This is a gift that will serve you well for the rest of your lives.

Dear graduates, you are now equipped with the best university education you can get in Hong Kong, and I am confident that you will be able to survive and excel in whatever harsh environment comes your way. The poor economy is transient but your knowledge and skills of enquiry will be with you always

I wish you the very best of luck. Have confidence in yourselves and stand tall!

And remember that you will always be a member of the HKU Family.

HKU will always be your University. We are proud of your achievements and you ought to be proud of your own achievements too.

And indeed, your alma mater will be counting on your support and loyalty to help us ensure that the HKU experience will be as special for future generations of students as it was for you.

Mr Pro-Chancellor, on this very happy occasion, I would like to ask for your permission to let me be a member of the audience and allow me to invite a distinguished member of the HKU family to share his thoughts with all our graduates here today.

Dr Victor Fung is the Chairman of the Li & Fung Group of companies, and, as you know, Chairman of the Council of the University Hong Kong.

Born and raised in Hong Kong, Dr Fung holds Bachelor and Master Degrees in Electrical Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and a Doctorate in Business Economics from Harvard University. He also taught as a professor at the Harvard Business School for four years before returning to Hong Kong in 1976.

Dr Fung also holds a number of civic and professional appointments. He is currently Chairman of the International Chamber of Commerce, a member of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, Executive Committee of the Commission on Strategic Development, to just name a few.

Over these past seven years, Dr Fung has generously given the University the benefit of his wise counsel and enthusiastically taken part in our activities. But perhaps most importantly, he has never stopped believing in the University’s potential, and has been tireless in encouraging us, supporting us, and helping us grow.

Once he aspired us to be among the top tier universities in the world. I am proud to say that HKU has definitively achieved this status in the past few years.

And today, it is an honour that Dr Fung has agreed to join us at this Congregation to share some of his experience and further insights with us.

Mr Pro-Chancellor, Distinguished Colleagues and Students, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my honour to present to you Dr Victor Fung.
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