183rd Degrees Congregation
Mr Pro-Chancellor, Dr John Chan, Graduates and Family Members, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to speak to the 183rd Degrees Congregation of the University of Hong Kong.

Graduates of the Class of 2010, today marks both the end of one chapter in your lives, and the beginning of another.

The University and I, and all those who have joined you here today, are certainly very proud of you.

So, on behalf of the University, let me extend my warmest congratulations to you all!

As you now turn your thoughts to the road ahead, do not forget about the people who have helped you along your way – your family, your teachers and your friends. 
All along, they have believed in your talent and abilities, and have supported you, and they deserve your gratitude and respect.

To them, and to you, my dear graduates, on this special day, I would like to convey the following message to you:

From today onward, you are a graduate of HKU. You should take pride in that and treasure that, BECAUSE you have just graduated from the First and Foremost university in the Region. No one will be able to take away this distinct honour from you.

More important, you are part of a lineage that links you back to the 23 students who made history in 1916 by becoming the first cohort of HKU graduates.1 

Today, many generations later, and, with the University approaching its centenary, we gather here to celebrate your achievements as you graduate from one of the finest institutions of higher learning in the world.

Make no mistake – It is the excellent quality of our graduates, like you, and that of our teachers, that have brought the university such recognition and respect, raising it to become the Number 1 university in Asia two years in a row.

As the Class of 2010, you are 7,183 strong.2  And, you now stand with over 138,000 graduates who have gone on to serve their community with the knowledge and leadership education received from this great University.3
Indeed, Congregations have always been important events at HKU, and they still are – in fact, I understand that many family and friends of our graduates here have travelled long distances from the Mainland and the rest of the world to be with us today. 
A warm welcome to you, and thank you for joining us and supporting the University, making this special day even more special!

My dear graduates, HKU has always been very proud of its history, particularly because we have graduates who help the University build its reputation and realise its mission, by making individual contributions to society, and, collectively, a huge difference to society.
A hundred years ago, at the HKU Foundation Stone Ceremony on the 16th of March 1910, Sir Frederick Lugard, then Governor, and also the man who championed the founding of this University said, (quote) 

“It is my belief that the graduates of the University … aim to make their country better and greater, and to share with others the benefits they have themselves received”.4
What a profound vision for a University!  And I can say it loud and clear that, 100 years on, the graduates of HKU have lived up to Sir Frederick’s aspirations.
Mr Pro-Chancellor, to illustrate this point, please allow me to introduce an exemplary member of the University – the most distinguished Dr John Chan (陳祖澤), who has been doing exactly that; he is an outstanding example of leadership and service to society.

John graduated from this University with an honours degree in English Literature in 1964, and also holds a Diploma in Management Studies from HKU. 

He is renowned and respected for his lifetime of contributions to many different sectors in Hong Kong – the civil service, business, public and community services. 

John has served the Hong Kong Government in many capacities; he was the Managing Director of the Kowloon Motor Bus Company, one of the biggest privately-owned and operated bus companies in the world.
He is the immediate past Council Chairman of the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, and immediate past Chairman of the Hong Kong Jockey Club, which is another important Hong Kong Institution.
And given the purpose of this Congregation, who better to share his experience and advice about careers than a man who has had the responsibility of managing the livelihoods of so many over the course of his illustrious career.

At the University, we are of course grateful for John’s unwavering support of our various endeavours, including his past service as a member of our Council.

But I believe that, it is in his capacity as an alumnus that he truly demonstrates the depth of his loyalty and devotion to his alma mater.
My dear graduates, John represents an example of the pride in HKU that I spoke of earlier. 

Graduates of the Class of 2010, like John, you are now equipped with the best university education you can get in Hong Kong, and I am confident that you will be able to compete and excel, as well as to serve and contribute, in whatever challenges or opportunities that come your way.

Have confidence in yourselves and stand tall!

Never forget that YOU will always be a member of the HKU Family. Please keep in touch with your alma mater, support her endeavours, and make sure that she continues to make history in years to come. And, as the University turns 100 next year, I hope you will join us in the many upcoming Centenary celebration activities and events! 
I wish you the very, very best in all your endeavours.
[Pause]
Mr Pro-Chancellor, Graduates and Family members, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my honour to present to you a proud example of professional leadership, public service, and lifelong loyalty to the University – Dr  John Chan  (陳祖澤), who will now speak to the Congregation.
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